SCTF Community Spotlight

Police Activities
League
Hello there,
Welcome to our blog! It’s time for another Community Spotlight, where we highlight local
resources and organizations that the Safe Communities Task Force partners with.
The Police Activities League (PAL) of Vancouver is a non-profit organization partnering with law
enforcement to promote positive relationships between law enforcement officers and youth in
the community through educational programs and recreational opportunities.
PAL believes it can reduce juvenile crime rates and offers year round programs fostering
teamwork, citizenship and providing opportunities to work with law enforcement officers/caring
adult mentors. In this blog post I outline my conversation with Jenny Thompson, the wonderful
Executive Director of Police Activities League. Thanks for reading and see you next week!
If there were only three things you could tell
someone about P.A.L., what would they be?


It’s about building a relationship, where both
people change: the youth and the officer



PAL strives to partner with like-minded
people and organizations so we can make the
longest, most significant impact



We want to build community by developing
stronger relationships between youth and
law enforcement

What is the impact you see P.A.L. having on
youth or young adults?
Youth and teens involved in our program are
seeing officers and deputies as humans, just like
everyone else. They’re beginning to understand
that not all cops are “bad” or have “evil
intentions.” In short trust is being built and with
that trust youth and teens are seeking support
from our law enforcement, seeing them as
allies. Not all participants believe this and not
all believe that ALL cops are incredible, but they
are more willing to give them a chance.
Additionally, PAL youth are coming to school
more often, getting in trouble less, and
graduating on time. This is huge.

#HeartBehindTheBadge
Photo Series

Are there ways the community can get involved
in P.A.L./ways you’d like the community to get
involved in the future?
We love folks who will be our advocates and
ambassadors in the community. We also have
some volunteer roles, where community
members can support relationship building
between youth and caring adults, or folks can
volunteer working with our summer camps and
athletic programs. If you’re interested in
volunteering we just ask you send us an email
and let us know how you want to get involved.
Is there a lesson(s) you’ve learned while working
with P.A.L. that the community would benefit
from hearing?
So many things have been learned since I took this
job, but three truths ring particularly true:
1) Our law enforcement professionals are
incredible. I personally know I can trust all of
the men and women who serve in our county
and city. 2) Our community loves kids and
encourages growth and development which
leads to stronger families and organizations
working together. 3) Sometimes working in the
nonprofit sector, especially when government,
cities, counties, school districts, etc. are
involved, the work is slow and complex. so be
patient with seeing change; we are all working
hard but it doesn’t happen overnight.

Contact Jenny.Thompson@cityofvancouver.us, Visit www.VancouverPal.org
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